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before long, men, women, and children were seen
taking to their boats, and escaping to the main-
land. Numbers of them were intercepted and
taken by the Swallow and the Mahratta gallivats.
The bombardment of the mainland forts was con-
tinued till night, and resumed the following
morning, till about ten o'clock, when all three
hauled down their colours. Thus, in forty-eight
hours, did James by his vigorous action reduce
this Angrian stronghold that was second only to
Gheriah in strength. The Mahrattas were never
slow at seizing any advantage that had been won
by others, as was shown a few months later at
Gheriah ; but on this occasion they were so struck
by James's intrepidity that they refused to enter
Gova without him. The English flag was hoisted
in all three forts, amid the cheers of the English
sailors. It was then found that, by mismanage-
ment, the Governor of Gova had been allowed to
escape over to Severndroog, and gallantly re-
occupied it, with a small body of sepoys, hoping to
hold out till assistance could reach him from Dabul.
So the Protector's guns were set to work again,
and, under cover of their fire, a party of seamen was
landed, who hewed open the sally port with their